Turn oft the noise from your home

Acoustic inferior designing can restrict sound and give the much-needed relief from the cacophony around

MEwaSHl Drwyiven

T a time when houses an

hecoming smaller due o

space crunch, o peaceful
enviranment would be difficult to
lmagine. People have become
aceustomed o heanng childen
plaving outside or vehicles humk-
ing just oulside heir houses, Bu-
ilding & soundproof house, like a
stiddio, would appear to be joke.
But if you get something on yvour
wall thal can resinict the sound
and i easy on your pocket, then it
might inderest you.

Called acoimstic interior des
igning, the concept is fast catch-
ing up in the world of ineror
desipning, Recently, the Swedish
company. Offeccr, sald it was
focusing on  ascoustic design
According to the company, in co-
ntemporary architecture, -spaces
ame often cregted 10 hand maten-
als like glass. concrete’ and wood,
which can lead w bigh sound vol-
umes  and  problems  with
acoustics, After its sound wave
panel collection, the company
mve some intermational design-
ers the task of designing their
own panels. The panels are flexd-
hle, create artistic patterns and
have some of the best noise-

redicing capabilitaes,

Talking about the Indian
seenaria,  Himanshu  Kumat,
munaging director of HEMT
( Hemant Kumar Mini Thestres)
gavs, "The level of awareness in
India about apoustics or noise
contrel ik dismal, It would net e

wrong o sav that awarenoss

about this sclence of avoustics
has just germinated in India. It
would be long before the ronts
spread wider and deeper”
Vemkat Subramanian, manag-

g direcior, Saint-Gobain Geproc
India that recently launched
Ecophon - a new range of
wenustic solutlons for ceilings
and wall panels, agrees that the
concepl s ostitl alien in India
Feophion provides high levels of
acoustic performance with noise
reduction coeflicient INRC) ran-
ging from 80 wo |00 (that is 80
per cenl Lo 100 per cent sound
absarption |,

Kumar adds that the lasers
were invented for medical use

and ended up In being used in
CD players and other encer-
tainment  devices.  Similarly,
acoustes entered peoples' homes
for home theatres, which were
also rare. But as the awareness
increases among the architects
and allied professionals and con-
sumers realise the harards of
noise pallution, acoustics is dra-
wing attention and finding 1=
way into homes,

The Ecophon range of soft

T,

felt (glass wool) based tiles are

e
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SERENITY AT ITS BEST: The Ecophan ronge of soft fal, based files aro preferred worldwide for grid ceilings and
wall ponels because they give very high ocoustic pedermance.

preferred  worldwide [or grid
ceilings and wall pancls because
thiy give very high acoustic per-
formance. Additionally, they are
lighter and have better aesthetic
appesl than mineral fibre tiles,
At present, the Indian nearket
matnly uses lwv acoustic per-
formance mineral fibre riles in
the NERC range of .50 - 0,70
(30 per cent to 7O per cene
sourdd  absorption).  FEeaphon
solutions are available inoa vari-
ery of cdpe designs for con.
cealed fiving or visihle grid for
direet fixing, It enhances the
overall  appearance o edge
design of the ceillng and enahles
diflerent reguirements tfor des
chabllicy and aceess (o installa-
Liceis inthe ceiling voud

“These walls can be recveled
ind the energy consumed in fix-
ing these s rouch bower than the
usual  designs,”  sievs Subre
armanian. But how do vou do thas
W oan existing room! Subram-
anian savs the effect on a blek
will not be thal good as it would
be on a plared wall. While mak-
tng a wall, the =ound prool male-
rial is retm fed i the Gelse wall.
Kumar adds that people mistake
sound cenerol with soundproof-
ing, which. i fact is just ope pan
of the wtal solution The surfaces

of the walls, cedlings and loms
are made o absorb sound selec-
tively 1o cut reverberatinms, enh-
aneing the sound gualicy as i was
intended, CF course, design
rerms of surlace textures, Jght-
ng, speclal effects are an integral
patrt of the change,

The eost estahblishing such
roenns wenthedl no doubt be high.
Kumar savs all these installations
are custoni-desiagned as por the
need and the budget of the cliemt
and depend on how much be
wants. Cost also depends on the
rmam size and lence can stan
from as low as s 10,00, (4K}

Ihe amount is oo hizh 1o
incorporate b fegture o our
homes, Komar savs home e
arrs e over People wang to
mix wirk with enlertsinmen)
He savs, "Our high-definition
mult-media owims are much
more then just 5-8% speakers.
projucton, and screen Wikl this
sel Up, vou can do much i
than just watch mevies. Bring
vour boardeouin home, di videao-
coblerence, plav games on the
playstation and convert tic
same room into & discothegue.
All these features will be enough
lor vou o get one for vourself W
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