GYPSUM:

THE NEW AGE MATERIAL
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Sapna Kulshrestha

e construction sector in India
has witnessed a number of new
trends, advance-

ments and innovations across appli-
cations, all aimed at making con-
struction faster and dehverg-l‘ a}n:g}l;
er performance. According to i-
tect Rupam Dey, "One su i
that has started catching on in India,
has been the trend of plas-
terboard-based construc-
tion."

Gypsum products have often been
used in fthe construction space be-
cause o sum's Unigue properties.
1t has Exgiftnt then::g{ and acoustic
insulation properties and can offer
very good passive fire protection,
moisture resistance, impact resist-
ance and vapour control, when used
in combination with the right sys-
tems. systems, as the name
implies, employ water-free construc-
tion iques and consist of a
combination of steel framing and

m plasterboard wall surfaces.
Given its advantages, drywall tech-
nology is fast becoming the norm,
vis-a-vis interior wall construction.
"Gypsum plasterboard systems are
light weight, very fast to erect and
E«u\dde huge labour saving and flexi-

‘lhza‘m construction,”

Venkat Subramanian, MD, Saint-Gob-
-ain India, a market leader in gypsum
“products.
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As the ] ngs of the future will
continue to be , more stringent
fire safl wmuhmmu and acoustic
comfort be needed, thus mak-
ing traditional construction materi-

Eﬂ:uzd. alls ﬂm LE: benefit nf-

being eight to ten times lighter than
masonry and allow three to
four times faster construction. They
also offer superior acoustics per-
formance in terms of absorption and
insulation and up to four hour fire

rating. Moreover, since m prod-
ucts are recyclable, they also con-
tribute towards the green/sustain-
able building construction approach.
All over the world, reinforced gyp-
sum wall panels are used as a
replacement for brick and mortar
construction and are even used for
floors. "Over B0 per cent of all interi-
or construction in the developed na-
tions use drywall techniques. Gyp-
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sum drywall solutions give architects
the flexdbility in terms El;rgeai ing

spaces of the future,” says architect
Suman Dua.
The acceptability of um prod-

ucts has risen si
years, as the Indian construction
sector has gradually started aﬂﬂﬁmg
materials and methods used in the
developing world, Initially, the trend
started with large office spaces such
as in the IT sector. However, in the
recent past, this trend can also be

antly over the

Gypsum plasterboard-based
drywalls have the benefit of
being eight to ten times lighter
than masonry systems and
allow three to four times faster
construction

seen in other sectors like hotels, hos-
pitals, industrial units, etc., driven by
the need for faster and light weight
construction that provides high per-
formance at the same time.
uﬁmn t need to red;r:j ge
huge ootprint genera
the construction of buﬂ\n , adop-
tion of clean and energy-efficient
systems, like s, seems to be a
step in the right direction.
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